THE HALF-GLEAMS OF AN AWAKENING

realize this and said, 'The sacred possession of your heart
would not be a wondrous moving reality to you, unless
and until you would go to a Guru. I am not your Guru.
You will meet him when the time for it is ripe. For the
present, I am only fulfilling God's bidding." With this,
he told him certain mantras.

The immediate need for a Guru was driven home to
his mind with greater enduring effect by that saint whom
he chanced to meet at Medina Bazar in Calcutta. It was
a slender chance, but momentous issues hung upon it.
The cult of mediatorship in religious life now possessed
the soul of Vijaykrishna, and he was on the threshold of
a new career. What served as his buoy in every stream
Vijaykrishna had to chart, was his living conviction that
not a blade of grass moves without His will ; and now
that the truth of truths dawned on him that the Gum
is an indispensable factor in higher spiritual life, he went
to find him, but with his mind always steeped in illumined
silence, the result of that conviction. There was absorptive
eagerness, but it never threw him off his feet. With the
attainment of every truth which is a triumph of light over
darkness and from which others follow as from one torch a
thousand others are lit, Vijaykrishna was on a speedier
march to the house of God, and, if at any time, as in the
present case, his action involved self-contradiction, there
is no ground for our surprise ; for, with the advance of
culture, man has ever contradicted himself ; and to-day
with the very creative affirmations of modern science, we
are overhauling the citadel of our older faith. Being
convinced that no real aspirant for-religion can do without
a Guru, Vijaykrishna set out in the vagrancy of God, and
every pulsation of his being now sang the Guru. Though
the Brahmo leaders were ardent free-thinkers, seeking to
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